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HIGH OCTANE 








@ Delivers more power to the motor 


®@ Stops knocking and resultant mechanical difficulties 


@ Helps a modern automobile give full service and mak 
use of advanced design features. 


“ for modern motors. 


PETROLEOS MEXICANO® 











OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


November 1 and Nov. 2 — Colorful celebra- 
tions for the Day of the Dead. to honor 
the departed persons and to feed them. 
These fiestas are a peculiar mixture of 
ancient Indian and Catholic beliefs. In 
Mexico City the traditional stage play 
Don Juan Tenorio is shown before full 
houses, and satirical newspapers full of 
caricatures of prominent personages, cal- 
led Calaveras, are sold on the stands. (See 
also, Fiestas and Spectacles.) 


Friday 8 to Wednesday 13 — In Tekax Yu- 
catan, is held a traditional fair in honor 
of San Diego, patron of this ancient Yu 
eatecan city. There are religious proces- 
sions in honor of the miraculous image 
of San Diego and the populace dances 
the Jarana until the wee hours of the 
morning. 


November 15-20 — Annual reunion of chil- 
dren's boarding schools from various places 
in Mexico, held in Oaxaca City. Sports 
events, exhibitions and contests this year 
will commemorate the anniversary of the 
Constitution. Each school presents regional 
dances for the public and more than 1000 
children are expected to participate this 
year. Exact date not yet announced. 


Wednesday 20 — Anniversary of the start of 
the Mexican Revolution, which defeated 
the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz. Civic 
holiday throughout the Republic with 
fairs. sporting events and fireworks. In 
Mexico City is held the traditional Sports 
Parade in which Mexican youth organiza- 
tions show off gymnastic maneuvers. At 
the Hipodromo is the special 20th of No- 
vember Classic Race. 





Thursday 28 to Friday December 13 — At 
San Juan de Los Lagos, Jalisco. Tradition- 
al fair in honor of the Virgin of San 
Juan de Los Lagos. Thousands of people 
make pilgrimages to the Virgin to fulfill 
vows for favors received. The fair consists 
of popular markets, (where all imaginable 


products are sold, including souvenirs), 
cock-fights, rodeos, horse races, bull 
fights, dances, open air music, regional 
dances, fireworks and carnival stands. 
Mariachis are heard everywhere, contrast- 
ing with the shrill] cries of the vendors and 
the hum of the crowd. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 
WE ARE FEATURING 


47 Years of Revolution — I! 
Fathoms Down — 12 

Treasures, Lost and Found — 13 
Treasure Map — 14-15 


As well as 


Person to Person — 7 

News and Coment — 8 

Ancient Underworld — 18 

The Arts — 20 

The Lost Millions of Tayopa — 22 
In the Shops — 25 

Knife and Fork (Mushrooms) — 27 











fiestas & spectacles 


Pitzeuaro, Michoacin — Fiestas and cere- 
monies for the Day of the Dead are held 
on the island of Janitzio in Lake Pa&atz- 
cuaro by the Tarascan Indians. The graves 
are visited and offerings of food and 
drink made to the dead. At night there is 
a magnificent spectacle produced by light- 
ing thousands of torches and candles. 


Oaxaca, Oaxaca — Nov. 1-2. Day of the Dead 
ceremonies at the graveyards, and in the 
city. Shrines are erected in many houses 
in honor of the dead. In the markets one 
can buy small coffins, skulls and skeletons 
of baked clay. 


San Martin, Jalisco — Nov. 311. St. Martin’s 
Day is November 11, and since he is pa- 
tron of this village 8 days of religious 
and secular ceremonies take place. Bull 
fights, horse races, cock-fights, Charros 
competitions, and dances. 


Texmelucan, Puebla — Nov. 3-12. Tradition- 
al fair with large crowds. Traveling 
carnival shows, tent theaters, concerts, 
dances and bull fights. 


Santa Catarina, Guanajuato — Nov. 22-26. 
Popular fair in honor of Santa Catarina. 
Religious pilgrimages, fireworks, concerts 
and dances. 


Comonfort, Guanajuato — Nov. 23-30. Tradi- 
tional fair of Nuestra Sefiora de Reme- 
dios. Religious and secular ceremonies. 
In the church atrium the Indians dance 
in colorful costumes. Outside there are 
popular dances, bull fights, races and 
fireworks. 
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art 


Galeria Antonio Souza, Génova 61-2. Exhibl- 


tion of the latest oil paintings by Pedro * 
Coronel, 


Galeria Carmel, Carmel-Arts (Restaurant Car- 
mel), Génova 70-A. Exhibition of litho- 
graphs by young Mexican artists. 


Galeria Proteo, Génova 39, 2nd floor. Show 
of African Art. 


Instituto de Arte de México, Puebla 141. 
Special showing of original lithographs by 
the French artist, Honoré Daumier. 





our 


cover 





The Mexican conception of life and death is 
like a revolving stage, and the dead continue to 
enjoy many of the activities of the living — at 
least once a year they come back to eat, drink 
and be merry with those still of this world. Our 
cover shows a man who liked money in this life 
and still rings up his profit in the other. 














PUEBBLA -- PERAFIEL 
ORIZABA - FORTIN - CORDOBA 


& MARVELOUS DAYS 
UNFORGETTABLE 
NIGHTS 
Q DELICIOUS MEALS 


Pius Hotei & Transportation 
& Loads of Fun 





OMLY Per person (2 In a room) 
$60.00 per person 


HIGHLIGHT YOUR MEXICAN VISIT seeing Southern Tropical 
Mexico in all its glory — See some of Mexico's most beauti- 
ful, colorful and historical’ spots — Chapingo (Diego Rivero 
murals) Sente Ane (Scrope Weovers), Cholula (365 altars, 
nearly as many churches), Puebla (Mexico's largest Colonial 
city), Tehvacon (Home of the Gran Hotel Spa Pefiafiel and 
Mexico's most fomous Mineral Springs)—and then to the Heart 
of the Tropics vio awe-inspiring Cumbres de Acultzingo into 
the Valley of Orizaba — Fortin and Cordoba — Banane and 
coftee plantations, tropical foliage ond flowers 


DAILY DEPARTURES 









For RESERVATIONS: 
all included See your travel agem 
ot 
otextra Cost | ava. Judrex 17-0. 
whore 46-65-24 


Jain >) wae aie 
= @ Penal 


ehvacan, Puebla MEXICO 








Galerias Excelsior, Paseo de la Reforma 18. 
Exhibition of the works of Tarragoni. 


Galerfas Romano, José Maria Marroqui 5. A 
special exhibition in honor of Rosario Ca- 
brera, whose works have previously only 
been shown in Paris. 


Galerias Pemex, Av. Judrez 89. Nov. 4-16, 
exhibit by students at the Academy of San 
Carlos. Nov. 18-30, works by Heriberto 
Smith. 


Galerias Chapultepec, at the entrance to Cha- 
pultepec Park, near the Nifios Héroes 
monument. Exh bition of engravings in 
the Sala de Nuevas Generaciones, plus 
other individual and collective exhibits. 


Jardin del Arte, Sullivan Park, behind Mo- 
numento a la Madre. Open air exhibition 
and sale of the works of young painters 
from the Instituto Nacional de Juventud 
Mexicana. 


Central de Arte Moiderno, Av. Juarez 4. Per- 
manent collection of works by Rivera, Si- 
queiros, Tamayo, Charlot, Dr. Atl, Chavez 
Morado and others. 


Galeria de Artistas Mexicanos Unidos, Ham- 
burgo 36. Permanent exhibit by its mem- 
bers. Painting, engraving, sculpture, li- 
thography, etc. Monthly auction. 


Galeria Diego Rivera, Ignacio Mariscal 70. 
Permanent exhibition of the works of 
Diego Rivera. Old and recent works of 
the artist for sale. 


Galeria Metropolitana de Arte, Havre 10. A 
collection of works by both Mexican and 
foreign artists. 


Museo Nacional de Artes e Industrias Popu- 
lares, Av. Judrez 44. Permanent collection 
of popular arts and sales outlet for indi- 
genous arts and crafts. Ceramics, glass, 
wood, textiles, jewelry, etc. 


Museo Nacional de Artes Plasticos, Palace 
of Fine Arts. Permanent collection of 
Precortesian, Colonial, Modern and Con- 
temporary art. Murals by Rivera, Orozco, 
Tamayo and Siquieros. A special exhibi- 
tion of Mexican scenic design for the 
theater is now being held in the main 
salon. 

! 

Galeria de Artes Plisticas de la Ciudad, in 
the pergola of the Alameda, above the 


bookshops. Showing of caricatures by Gar-_ 


cia Cabral. 


Galeria de Arte Mexicano, Milan 18. Oil 
paintings by Fernando Castro Pacheco. 


theater 


Don Juan Tenorio — This traditional Spanish 
play by José Zorrilla is presented every 
year as part of the ‘‘Day of the Dead”’ 
celebrations. It is burlesqued in the vau- 
deville houses, and seriously performed 
in other theaters. A good way to catch 
some of the flavor of the ‘‘Day.’’ Consult 
the daily newspapers for details on per- 
formances. 


El Baile — Manolo Fabregas produces, di- 
rects and acts in Edgar Neville’s original 
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comedy. Enrique Rambal and Marga Lé- 
pez share the billing in this three-charac- 
ter show. Teatro de los Insurgentes, Ave. 
Insurgentes 1857. 24-58-91. Daily at 8:30 
pm; two shows Saturday at 7:15 and 
9:45; Sundays at 5 and 8 pm. 


Perder& La Cabeza El Sefior Rock Hunter? — 
Will Sucess Spoil Rock Hunter? George 
Axelrod’s Hollywood satire produced and 
directed by Rafael Banquells, who also 
takes one of the leading parts. With Or- 
tiz de Pinedo, Emilio Brillas, Dina de 
Marco and Carmen Salas. Sala 5 de Di- 
ciembre, Lucerna and Lisboa. Daily at 
7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sundays at 5 and 9 pm. 


Volpone — The University Theater features 
Guillermo Orea, Luis Lomeli, and Leo 
Filler in Ben Jonson's satire. Directed 
by Allan Lewis. Teatro de Compositores, 
Ponciano Arriaga 17. 18-46-76. Two per- 
formances daily at 7:15 and 9:45 pm; 
Sundays at 5 and 8 pm. 


Suenan las Campanas — The musical review 
Bells are Ringing, starring Silvia Pinal 
with Miguel Manzano and Manolita Saval. 
Directed by Louis del Llano. Teatro del 
Bosque, behind the National Auditorium 
on Reforma. 2088-38. Daily at 8 pm; Sa- 
turday at 7 and 10 pm and Sunday at 
5 and 8 pm. 


Cada Quien Su Vida — An acid etching of 
the problems and atmosphere of a small 
neighborhood bar by Louis G. Basurto. 
Starring Amanda del Llano, Fernando 
Mendoza, Luz Maria Nifiez, José Galvez, 
Héctor Lépez Portillo, Emma Fink and 
Noé Murallama. Directed by Fernando 
Wagner. 


Panorama Desde el Puente — Seki-Sano 
directs Arthur Miller’s A View From the 
Bridge in Spanish, with Wolf Rubinsky 
and Adriana Roel in the starring parts. 
Teatro del Miasico, Plaza de la Republica 
and Vallarta. 46-88-09. Weekdays at 8 pm; 
two performances Saturday at 7:15 and 
9:45 pm and Sunday at 5 and 8 pm. 


Caligula — Cardona and Landeta present 
Albert Camus’ modern, poetic version in 
a theater-in-the-round performance. Tues- 
days only at 9 pm. in the Restaurant 
Chapultepec. Sergio de Bustamante, Vic- 
tor Manuel Lujan, Francisco Salvador and 
Hilda Villalta. Next door to the Cine Cha- 
pultepec on Paseo de la Reforma. 46-21-46. 


Requiem a una Monja — William Faulkner’s 
play-novel, Requiem to a Nun, adapted 
by Julio Alejandro. Leading roles perfor- 
med by the producers, Rita Macedo and 
Ernesto Alonso, and director Fernando 
Mendoza. Teatro Sullivan, Sullivan 25. 
46-07-72. Wednesdays at 8 pm; Saturday 
at 7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sunday at 5 and 
8 pm. 


Opera — November 3 and 10 in the Palace 
of Fine Arts. Performances by the Na- 
tional Academy of Opera. 


Dance — November 13 heralds the beginning 
of the modern dance season at the Palace 








A New Way to Travel in Mexico 


300-page pocket guidebook With the most up-to-date travel information What you need to 
know about: @ Climate and conditions @ Transportation @ Accommodations and food 
@ Customs regulations @ Sightseeing @ Maps, fo enjoy frip fo the fullest. 


Mail your personal check or money order And just off the press, "Man vs. Beast" 
for $1.50 (U.S.) to Inter American —a 50 cent (U.S.) pocket-book on bull- 
Tourist Bureau of Information. fighting, with illustrations, 


Mercaderes 5! México 19, D. F. 

















TAXCO HIGHWAY. 


TAXCO, MEXICO 


Chas. and Quincy Nibbi 


Owners and Managers 














-———— =~ 


ZA CLO” /roeit sal, 


ACAPULCO = MEX! 


133 Rooms and Suites... 110 Air Conditioned 


Excellent Food Continental Service Beautiful Kontiki Garden 


Fashion Shop Beauty Salon Barber Shop 
Swimming Pool with Purified Water Dinner Dancing in the Palmera Restaurant 
John J Harden, Managing Director 
During Winter Season Dinner Dancing on our Famous Starlight Roof 
Rates May Ist to December 20th, American Pian (With Meals) 
Singles trom $ 9 Dis Doubles trom $ 19.80 Dis. 

See your TRAVEL AGENT or our Mexico City Office which is located in the lobby of 
the Hotel Reforma Telephone 35-22-87 or 35-36-49. 














of Fine Arts. New ballets and old favo- 
rites will be presented by the National 
LAS HAMACAS | _ Sece"conoss 


Acapulco's most beautiful 
beach resort hotel 


Recitals — Violinist German Ferrar will 
give three recitals November 3, 5 and 6 
at 9 pm in the Palace of Fine Arts. He 
is sponsored by the German Embassy. 











sports. 


Baseball — Parque del Seguro Social. Consult 
the papeys for dates in the Pacific Winter 
Baseball League schedule. 


SWIWYDIY.YVWYW MINUS: 
THE VERY DRESS 
you forgot to pack... 
Of course youll find it af 


Marisa Ruby 


Blouses Accessories 
Niza 45 Mexico, D. F. 
WAYRVCKU WI SGI MM@JTHN 


Frontén — (Jai Alai) at the Frontén Mex- 
ico, Plaza de la Republica. Games daily 
at 6 pm. except Monday. 


Soccer — Football stadium of Ciudad de los 
Deportes. Major league championship 
playoffs between Tampico, Cuautla, Zaca- 
tepec, Oro, Atlante and Necaxa. Sundays 
at 12. 





Foremost in ACAPULCO 


Hotel 


CLUB de PESCA 


Completely Air Conditioned 


Our West Coast Office 
Reservations and Information 
9441 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 404 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Tel: CRestview 6-6611 
Our United States Offices: 
80 Boylston St. 
Boston 16, Mass. 
Liberty 2-20-36 
Twx: BS 825 


UTELL ASSOCIATES 


Essex House 55 E. Washington St. 
New York 19, N. Y. Chicago 2, Ill. 

Plaza 7-298! Financial 6-2979 Phone Franklin 9-833! 
Teletype NY 1-3076 Teletype CG 1513 Miami 32, Florida 


FOR RESERVATIONS, see your Travel Ayent or address Hamburgo 108, Office 101, México City 
Mr. Miguel Guajardo, Owner. 


Chamber of Commerce 
Building 











Mexico City's 
Complete Automotive Service 
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MARIANO ESCOBEDO 476 








English speaking personnel 


We service all makes of 
automobiles. 
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XDISTRIBUIDORA AUTOMOTRIZ, S. A. 


Mariano Escobedo 476 








México, D. F. Telephone 11-96-05 or 11-96-06 








NOVEMBER 


CITY 


CLIMATE 


TEMP. 
CF.) 


RAIN 
(Inches) 


Acapulco 81 
Cuernavaca 66 
Guadalajara 61 
Merida 15 
Mexico 

Monterrey 

Oaxaca 

Puebla 

Taxco 

Tehuantepec 

Veracruz 
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Boxing — Arena Coliseo, Peri 77. Matches 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 pm. Memo 
Diez will probably defend his Fly-Weight 
title this month. 


Wrestling — Arena Coliseo, Peri 77. Events 
Tuesdays and Fridays at 8:30 pm. 


Polo — Campo Anahuac, Paseo de la Refor- 
ma on one side of Chapultepec Park. 
Matches between the best Mexican polo 
players. Sundays at 12. Look for an in- 
ternational series between a top Mexican 
team and one of the participants in the 
National Open Championship which had 
not yet been scheduled when we went to 
press. 


Tennis — Club Deportivo Chapultepec. Na- 
tional tournament scheduled late in No- 
vember. 


Football, University City Stadium. Major 
League American football championship. 
Nov. 1, Penthatlén vs Cameron State Col- 
lege: Nov. 2, University vs Los Angeles 
State College; Nov. 8, Polytechnic vs 
Penthatlén; Nov. 9, University vs San 
Diego U.; Nov. 15, University vs Military 
Academy; Nov. 16, Polytechnic vs San 
Diego U.: Nov. 23, Polytechnic vs Univer- 
sity Classic and preliminary game between 
Penthatlén and Military Academy. Games 
held on Fridays at 8:00 pm and Saturdays 
at 4:00 pm. with exception of Nov. 23 
when the preliminary game begins at 12:00 
noon. 











DRIVING TO MEXICO? 


INTERNATIONAL 
INSURANCE SERVICE 
354 South Spring St., Suite 711 


Telephone: Madison 6-0261 
Los Angeles 13, California 











+ Hore: Bower 


NEWEST AND FINEST HOTEL 
DISTINGUISHED ATMOSPHERE 
SUPERB CUISINE 
AND WONDERFUL SERVICE 
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The best of Native Art 
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Plaza de Toros del Toree, better known as 
Cuatre Camines. This is the season of Co- 
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brought. Santa Ciaus was once practically 








Ju Ocaaca 


hotel Victoria 


in a prominent location 
with a panoramic view 
of the valley and the 
beautiful city of Oaxaca 





all the modern comforts: 


75 rooms with private bath 
and telephone, 

bungalows, 
terraces, gardens, ' 
restaurant, ber, 

swimming pool, 

gift shop 
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We ask, this once, to be allowed to 
make a guess on what the next big 
step will be in the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry. We guess that you will soon 
be sold a ‘round-the-clock pilula that 
will keep you alert or inert, as the 
occasion may call for. You are exhaus- 
ted and want a stimulant. What do you 
do? You take one of these new pills 
that have alternate layers of sedatives 
and stimulants, separated by films of 
slowly soluble resins, You swallow it. 
Immediately there is a sensation of 
calm. Then, as the calm becomes de- 
pressing, you wonder if your stomach 
juices are going to dissolve that film 
of resin. Another drink and you know. 
You feel a twinge of excitement. Later 
on, deep sleep, and in the morning a 
bright awakening. Now, taking into 
account the size of the esophagus and 
the ingenuity of the pharmacist, we 
think that an ingestible pill can be 
compounded which will last the patient 
a year, or even a lifetime, whichever 
ends sooner. 
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One of the early triumphs of zoology 
was the discovery that the size of the 
brain cavity in Animalia has something 
to do with intelligence potential. Inci- 
dental to this finding, anthropologists 
noticed that the brain pan in Man is 
not always commensurate with his bo- 
dy. That is, big heads are occasionally 
found on small people, not all of them 
bright, and small heads on big people, 
not all of them thick. But, regardless 
of head size, the small in body have a 
tendency toward belligerence. By ex- 
tension, we have been impressed by the 
belligerent effect of small surround- 
ings on big people. For example, -if 
you put a big man in a Volkswagon 
you generate an antagonism that push- 
es Cadillacs off the road no matter 
by whom driven, unless by midgets. 
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LIGHT IN A DARK WORLD - 


..-After receiving my Sept. copy 
of. MTM I felt that someone should 
be congratulated on getting out such 
a beautiful and interesting issue — 
and I leave it to you to distribute the 
praise in proper proportions. It really 
is an issue to be ‘proud.of from cover 
to cover. 

I have also been enjoying the arti- 
cles on Mexican history that appear 
from time to time. Do you know a 
good modern history of Mexico in 
English to cover the period from 1800 
to present? Of course I have read 
Precott, Bernal Diaz, S. Madariaga, 
etc., but I would like to get some 
coherent account of the period from 
Father Hidalgo to date. 

Georgé Scully 
Flushing, N.Y. 


We believe that you would enjoy 
reading the revised edition of “A His- 
tory of Mexico” by Henry Bamford 
Parkes; “Mexico — The Struggle for 
Peace and Bread” by Frank Tannen- 
baum; and “Mexico — A Land of Vol- 
canoes” by J. 8. Schlarman, All three 
have different viewpoints, so that you 
may choose your own favorite. And, 
of course, if you can find a copy, “The 
Wind that Swept Mexico” by Anita 
Brenner deals with the 1917 Revolution 
period. If you wish to do more inten- 
sive reading in Mexican history it 
would be worth your while to write to 
Dr. Howard Cline, Director, Hispanic 
Division, Library of Congress, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


DING HAO 


...I remember finding in Mexico a 
most interesting Chinese store, but a 
short time ago I could not locate 
the store. I did find a crowded little 
store a few blocks from Juarez — I 
think on Dolores. Can you tell me the 
address of a larger Chinese store in 
Mexico? 


Luella N. Woods 
San Miguel de Allende, Gto. 


We believe that the store you have 
in mind is the remarkable Dragon de 
Oro, just across the street from Sears 
Roebuck on Insurgentes Ave. 





In answer to many readers 


extra information, yes 


If you are a subscriber to MTM, you 
can pick our brains either by letter 
or in person. If you are not a 
subscriber we cannot be so free with 
our services. However, if your 
question is a simple one, still no 
charge; and if the matter requires 
research or legwork, the charge will 
be as nominal as we can make it. 


Our Office: Atenas 42-601 
Best Hours: F.M. from 4:00 to 6:30 
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NATIONAL PANORAMA 


THE CERTIFICATE OF INDUSTRIAL 
COPROPRIETORSHIP 


Bureau of Economic Research 
Nacional Financiera 


During their first year, Nacional] Fi- 
nanciera’s Certificates of Industrial 
Coproprietorship paid a dividend of 
85 per cent and at present are quoted 
on the market at 5 per cent above par. 

The first issue of this new security 
(series A) was floated in May 1956, in 
denominations of 1,000; 10,000; and 
100,000 pesos, for a total of 50 million 
pesos. The Certificates have a maturity 
of five years, falling due in 1961. 

Holders of the Certificates become 
shareholders and creditors of ten of 
the leading industrial firms in Mexico, 
by virtue of co-ownership in the Com- 
mon Fund consisting of industrial 
stocks and bonds. Half of the Common 
. Fund is in stocks, conservatively valued 
at 27 million pesos, of Altos Hornos de 
México, Ayotla Textil, Cia. Industrial 
de Atenquique and Tubos de Acero de 
Mézico, all Nacional Financiera pro- 
moted enterprises. Bonds valued at 
par at 25 million pesos make up the 
other half. The bonds are mortgage 
_, obligations paying 8 per cent per an- 
“num, issued by Celanese Mexicana, Ce- 
lulosa de Chihuahua, Cervecerta Cuauh 
témoc, Ingenio Independencia, Cia. Me- 
wicana de Coque y Derivados and Va 
lores Industriales, The net worth of 
these ten companies totals more than 
1500 million pesos, over 30 times the 
‘amount of the 50 million pesos issue. 

The composition of the Common 
Fund in both stocks and bonds guar- 
antees the Certificate holders of the 
minimum yield derived from the bonds 
and permits participation as well in 
the dividends declared on the stocks. 


Holders also acquire the right to 
' suscribe to new shares which may be 
issued by the firms represented in the 
Common Fund. At term (May 1961) 
Iders will have the choice of turn- 
g in the certificates to Nacional Fi- 
nanciera (which administers the Fund 
in trust) for their nominal value in 
cash or.of receiving in exchange the 
proportional share of each of the 
stocks and bonds make up the 
Common Fund. 
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Hows and Comments 


One of Mexico City’s leading dailies 
carried a story as follows last month: 


MODESTLY, 
MEXICO ENTERS 
ROCKET ERA 


in this country. The news was 
given out by Dr. Gustavo Castillo 
-y Gama, Director of the School of 
Physics of the University of 8.L.P. 
He noted that it is a modest rocket 
which will go up only 2,000 feet, 
constructed at a cost of four dollars. 
He explained its only object is to 
attract students to this branch of 
aan but in the future meterol- 
ogical observations will be made. 
And for that purpose within the 
next few months they plan to send 
up another rocket which will be 2-3 
times larger than the first one 
— is 38 inches long and 3/4 inch 
t * 


A refreshing note of modesty and 
humour in a world that is searching 
the skies — 


huichole art 


The Huichole Indians of San Sebas- 
tian and Tuxpan recently won the 
state of Jalisco’s annual 10,000 peso 
prize for art. These tribes, linked to- 
gether by their use of one of the Yuto- 
Azteca dialects, retain the purest In- 
dian culture in the country. Their 
highly-colored “paintings”, frequently 
of .complex and almost sophisticated 
design, are made by carefully pasting 
strands of wool upon wood backs. An 
exposition of their work is currently 
being held in Guadalajara. 


prestigidators 


New hands-across-the-sea note: De- 
ward Lindsey, President of the Inter- 
national Guild of Prestigidators, just 
flew down from Los Angeles to help 
inaugurate a Mexican chapter of the 


Guild. Frank Lezami is the newly- 
elected president. 

Naturally, the rites were celebrated 
with a bangup magic exhibition at the 
Hotel Taxquefio in Taxco — with Lind- 
sey the lone American performing in 
a show of 8 magicians from these 
parts, including El Brujo de Toluca. 


healthy 


Last month two US. institutions 
which certainly can be considered as 
having their feet on the ground when 
it comes to business and financial mat- 
ters — the First National City Bank 
of New York and the Harvard School 
of Business Administration — took a 


found it good. The Nationa! City 
Bank, in a report issued to U.S. prin- 
cipal clients, banks and financial in- 
stitutions, concluded its detailed study 
by saying — “Mexico is at this mo- 
ment a vigerous nation with impres- 
sive economic potentialities and every- 
thing points toward continuing prog- 
ress”. — The HBS findings which were 
reported in a special number of the 
Boston Globe dedicated to the economic 
situation of Mexico and other Latin 
American countries, were summed up 
by- the following statement: “Despite 
the adjustments imposed on the econ- 
omy by the accelerated industrial ex- 
pansions, the signs favor the continu- 
ation of the rapid economic develop- 
ment, basis for the optimism in the 
future of the country.” 


gold medals 


Doctor José Aguilar Alvarez, phys- 
ician and teacher, and the pharmace- 
utical house of Mead Johnson, were 
elected last month by the Fundacién 
Médico Farmacéutica to receive the 
first of the annual Doctor Jiménez me- 
morial awards. The gold medals are 
awarded to the doctor and the la- 
boratory which have done the most in 
the current year to further public 
health in Mexico. 
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Known as “the‘ Family of the Re- 
volution,” the men who shape the 
course of Mexico today range in poli- 
tical view from conservative capitalist 
to socialist. But they are solidly one in 
their love of their country and their 
deep sense of responsibility towards 
their people. 

In this remarkable picture, taken 
upon the entry of Mexico as a belli- 
gerent in World War II, President 
Avila Camacho and six ex-Presidents 
stand together on the main balcony 
of the National Palace. 

The President reads his proclama- 
tion; at his right stands Gen. Plutar. 
co Elias Calles, and at his left, Gen. 
Lézaro Cardenas, who was Calles’ 





successor and expelled him from the 
country in order to destroy all power- 
perpetuation and consolidate the work- 
ing of the democratic principle in 
which he believes. 

To the right of Calles stands his 
predecessor, Gen. Abelardo Rodriguez, 
and next to him, Don Pascual Ortiz 
Rubio, who preceded Rodriguez. Next 
to Cardenas stands Lic. Emilio Portes 
Gil, who took over the Presidency 
when Gen. Alvaro Obregén, seeking 
to succeed himself, was killed. And 
next to Portes Gil stands Adolfo de la 
Huerta, once a railroad worker and 
one of Mexico’s earlier revolutionary 
leaders. 
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fathoms down 


by Lieut. Harry E..Rieseberg 


Mexico, mysterious land of the Az- 
tecs and the Mayas, land of ancient 
palaces... and of swashbuckling, bru- 
tal conquerors and later lords has 
many tales to tell of treasure. Rotting 
hulks and rusted anchors lie deep in 
the magic underwater world off mile 
after mile of tropical and solitary 
coast. Down there, it is like a picture 
of the legend of the Sargasso Sea 
come true: entire ships, great pieces 
of wrecked vessels heaped one upon 
the other; mounds of masts, spars and 
cargos; ghosts of seafaring men haunt- 
ing the shattered decks of sunken ca- 
ravel, galleon, sailing craft, and ever 
guarding their cargos... golden du- 
cats, pieces-of-eight, doubloons, church 
plate and ornaments of immeasurable 
value. Treasure! Untold and un- 
imaginable wealth! 

In these waters rest jewels and gold 























plate too that flash and glitter! No 


pirate ever made such a haul, no ra- 
vished city ever yielded such a ran- 
som! The mere sound of it all fas 


cinates one, and the shimmer of those 
riches flashes back through dreams of 
the past. Mexico! Treasure! The words 
seem synonymous; and merely the 


vage equipment together with the 
approximate nautical locations of the 
resting-places are all that is required 
to place these illimitable fortunes of 
drowned riches within the reach of 
those seekers of wealth whose dreams 
are overtoned with the high cry and 
its ever-luring call: “Pieces-of-eight! 
Ho! Pieces-of eight! 

But lets take a good look at facts — 
and the exciting stories they unfold. 
Off the coast of Baja California, for 
example, the steamer Golden. City, a 
wooden vessel of 3,589 tons and 340 
feet in length, stranded in a terrific 
fog on February 22, 1870, took down 


GHOSTS 





Photo Lt. Rieseburg 


with her a treasure cargo valued at 
more than $500,000, together with a 
valuable shipment of general merchan- 
dise. The vessel was considered one of 
the finest steamers ever built in the 
United States, a faultless model and 
exceptionally fast. 

Further south off. Manzanillo, some 
four hundred feet off-shore and under 
twenty fathoms of water, rests the 
American steamer Golden Gate, a ves- 
sel of 2,067 tons, totally submerged 
beneath the mud, sand and ooze of a 
small bay whose shores are torn by 
furious breakers. 

On a passage from San Francisco to 
Panama, while twelve miles from 
Manzanillo, this boat caught fire 


(Continued on page 16) 








Photo F. A. Peterson 
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not have to carry him 
Hunting in the sea is much easier. 
or 80 we have been led to understand 
Lt. Rieseberg, who has supplied all 
the data for the sea treasures on our 


Seuipment needed for seahunting 
is: a ship, aqualung, shark knife, spear 
m, mesh nets to pull the treasure up 


ESO GOES ane Tey Vo Se sere 
h case your equipment is 


On land you need: along with the 
—— counter and/or Indian Guide, 
m™ a pick and shovel, bandanna to 
keep dust out of your nose, a compass 

@ Coleman lantern (preferably 
guardian 


a 


blue 80 as not to alarm the 
(Continued on page 16) 


land treasures 
lost & found 


By Fredrick A. Peterson 


Millions of dollars and billions of 
pesos worth of treasure are hidden in 
Mexico. Gold,- silver, jade, pearls, 
emeralds — Irdian, Spanish, pirate and 
Revolutionary treasures lie in sealed 
caves, forgotten mines, deep wells, the 
walls of houses, or perhaps in some 
pottery vessel buried only a foot or 
8o underground. From time to time 
somebody finds a cache. Sometimes 
the papers carry the story. And some 
times only the neighbors know that 
somebody who was poor is now sud- 
denly rich. 

A Directory of Well-Known Trea- 

sures of Mexico is being, of course, 
carefully compiled by our research 
staff, but meanwhile we can give our 
readers at least some of the better 
known legends, and facts, about trea- 
sure. 
Mexico is one of the largest mineral 
producers in the world. From 450,000 
to 500,000 fine ounces of gold are found 
here yearly, not to mention huge quan- 
tities of silver, lead, zinc, tin, sulfur, 
rutilium, zirconium and other minerals. 
Hundreds of years before the Span- 
iards entered, Mexico was already rich 
in mines and treasures therefrom. 
That, alas, is the very reason why the 
conquistadors dared anything and 
everything to reach the halls of Moc- 
tezuma. And this brings us to the story 
of the most famous lost treasure. 

Axayacatl, father of Moctezuma, was 
the original possessor of this fortune, 
which was later sealed up in a room 
of the palace by Moctezuma. When 
Hernan Cortés, Bernal Diaz del Casti- 
llo and their crew dropped in, he unfor- 
tunately assigned them to rooms near 
the treasure chamber. The Spaniards’ 
curiosity, aroused by the fresh mortar, 
led them to break open the door. They 
were stunned by what they saw — and 
the amount of gold, silver, jade and 
other precious Objects. So on the night 
of their great defeat, before vacating 
their quarters, most of the Spanish 
soldiers. helped themselves to their 
host’s wealth. Bernal Diaz writes that 
the four pieces of jade he took were so 
valuable that they paid all the expen- 
ses of curing his wounds and recuper- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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fathoms down 


(Continued from page 13) 


amidships. The passengers and crew 
wete separated fore and aft, and the 
master with four seamen at the wheel, 
headed the vessel for the Mexican 
coasts, three miles away, where she 


bullion and silver specie amounting to 
$1,500,000. 
The treasure is still there, at least a 


down, 680 miles south of Los Angeles, 
California, off Point Tasco, Baja Ca- 
lifornia. 

This craft, so the Mexicans of the 
neighborhood relate, has a potent 
“curse” upon her. Father Neptune 
himself has set a guard over the en- 
ticing treasures resting beneath these 
waters; for here shark-toothed reefs 
and man-¢ating sharks cause the 


(Continued on page 24) 





Phete M.N.A.H. 
One of Mexico's finest treasures is the tiny 
jeguer bene Maya carving above. 


(Continued from page 13) 
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land treasures 


(Continued from page 13) 


tlan, written shortly after the conquest, 
relates: 

And Quetzalcoatl said, “I must leave 
this town. (Tula). Make a stone coffer 
for me.” And when the coffer was car- 
ved Quetzalcoatl laid himself down in 
it. He stayed there four days and be- 


(Continued on page 21) 








grace and art, 
tinkled as the 


Photos courtesy I.N.A.H. 


Below, The Temple of Inscriptions at Palenque where a secret tomb was found recently with much jade treasure. 








death was only one of the experiences 
in the eternal life of the soul, and 
therefore nothing to be feared or 
dreaded. The Zapoteca of pre conquest 
times believed that they knew where 
the entrance to the Underworld was, 
and they built a beautiful shrine there, 
as a place for the hign priests of their 
religion. They called it Liobaa, “Place 
of Eternal Rest”. But the name by 
which we know it, is Mitla, which 
comes from the Aztec name, Mictlan, 
“Place of the Dead”. 

The concept of a Place of the Dead 


RWORL 
Ge Me, Pee 


‘passage to the place of the dead persist 
to this day, but modern investigators 
have failed to find the walled entrance 
to the passage described by Father 
Burgoa. 

In the Toltec-Aztec religion there 
were three places for the souls of the 
‘dead, depending on how they died. The 
Heaven of the Sun, the home of the 
gods, was for those who died as sacri- 
fices to the gods. The Heaven of Tlaloc 
the Rain God, a place of earthly joys 
— dancing, singing, feasting — was 








to death. The almost universal accep- 
tance of Catholicism has strengthened 
this attitude. It is nice to have a heaven 
that one can get into simply by being 
good, and it is easy to reconcile purga- 
tory with the oblivion of Mictlan. But 
the Indian mind simply rejects the idea 
of hell, the manifest injustice of a place 
of eternal punishment. So today the 
Dead still return once a year (on the 
Day of the Dead, Nov. Ist and 2nd) 
from heaven as well as from Mictlan- 
Purgatory to visit their families and to 
be fed. In many Indian communities 
the new dead is still provided with food, 
water and extra clothing against the 
rigors of his journey, whether it be 
directly to heaven or with a stop-over 
in the place of the dead. 


Phote F. A. Petersen 


Phete M.N.A.H. 











the arts 


DAY OF THE DEAD TOYS 


According to Mexican belief, the “Day of the Dead” is a 
reunion between the dead and the living. Children are given 
representative toys, as shown in the pictures at left; and 
gorge themselves on candy skulls and skeletons. Above 
right, this three-legged horse humorously suggests the slight 
handicap of death. 


MACHILA ARMIDA 


Well-known Mexican contemporary artist Machila Armida 
creates shadow boxes on traditional and popular themes. 
She titles this expressive work, “‘Hopelessness.” 








land treasures 
(Continued from page 16) 


gan to feel ill, 80 he told Ais Courtiers: 
“This is sufficient. Let us leave. Close 
up everything and let us hide all of 
the riches that we have found and all 
of the goods that we have accumula- 
ted,” and his courtiers did as he com- 
manded. They hid all of the treasure 
in the bath which belonged to Quetzal- 
coat! in the place called Atecpana- 
mochco. 


So, all you have to do is find a place 
called Atecpanamochco. Quetzalcoatl'’s 
wealth can be estimated from histori- 
cal references, which also say that his 
palaces had one room of wood mosaic, 
one of coral, another of colored shells 
and a fourth of precious feathers. A 
fortune in jade, fine turquoise, gold, 
silver, rock crystal and other precious 
materials was used to make ornaments 
and other luxuries. Several years of 
archeological excavation at Tula have 
not yet uncovered any of it, which only 
means that Tula and Atecpanamochco 
are not one and the same. ‘ 

In Oaxaca, around the mountains of 
Zempoaltepeque, near the town of Ati- 
tlan, there is a huge cave where the 
Indians used to bury their dead. Ac 
cording to Bishop Burgoa’s history, the 
powerful chief Condoy had all of his 
tribal treasures brought into this cave 
during a major battle, with the Zapo- 
tecs, which he was losing. Wanting to 
die undefeated, he retreated into the 
cave and sealed himself in. 

Another legend concerns the Sacred 
Well of Chichen Itza into which the 
Maya hurled human sacrifices carrying 
valuable ornaments and jewelry to the 
Rain God. American Consul Edward 
Thompson, who once owned the hacien- 
da at Chichen Itza, site of the ruins of 
one of the most spectacular of the 
ancient Mayan cities, used a diving suit 
to dredge up hundreds of precious ob- 
jects — gold, silver, copper, wood, 
rubber and pottery. This treasure, over 
the objections of the Mexican govern- 
ment, is now in the Peabody Museum 
of Harvard University. 


The famous Tomb 7 of Monte Alban, | 


worked gold breastplates, rings, chaili- 


ces, carved jaguar bones and loose 
pearis, obsidian and other valuable 
stones and metals — was discovered 
during routine archaeological work by 
Dr. Alfonso Caso and Martin Bazan. 

Every town near any of the ancient 
ruins has its legends. Some claim that 
a golden cock perches on the ruins and 
crows at midnight. A golden bell can 
be heard ringing from another’s ruins 
on certain nights of the year. Archaeo- 
logists have been warned to dig only 
at night because of the belief that the 
ancient gold will turn to ashes if un- 
covered in sunlight — could it be mere 
coincidence that archaeologists who 
ignore the warning sometimes find 


Engraving by Posada. Dead Journalists come back for the day. 


only layers of ashes in ‘their excava- 
tions? ; 
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jewelry, gold services, silver bars and 
maybe even the traditional pieces-of- 
eight. 

During the Revolution many wealthy 


digger, housewrecker, or construction 
worker comes up with a small trove. 
Zapata, Villa and other great revolu- 
tionary leaders are said to have buried 
large amounts of easily negotiable 
goods in various spots in order to have 
a quick source of supply. The National 
Railways of Mexico recently gave 
Major Ramén Sepulveda a concession 
to search for one of Pancho Villa's 
caches. At present his diggers are 
shoveling like mad in the railroad yard 
at Torreon, Coahuila. Unfortunately 


the well where the Major says Villa 
ditched his accumulated loot when he 
was on the run lies directly under track 
nine. The major is now trying to get 
permission to relocate the tracks. 
But if you want to bet on a surer 
thing, try the “natural” treasures of 
Mexico. The Sierra Madre Occidental 
comprises more than 2700 miles of the 
richest mining area of Mexico. Quite 
a few respectable finds have been 
made via the old-fashioned gold-pan- 
ning way — and today’s prospector 
sometimes carries a Geiger counter too. 
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the lost millions of tayopa ae 


On the 7th day of March stand on 
the summit of Cerro de la Campana, 
near the Villa de la Concepcién and 
look at the sun as it sets, It will be 
setting directly over Tayopa. Travel 
eight days from the Cerro de la Cam- 
pana towards the sunset of March 7th 
and you will come to. Tayopa.! 
Generations of gaunt, wind-burned 
men have.pushed west past the pueblo 
of Concepcién into the Sierra Madres, 
clutching brittle yellowing maps, their 
eyes filled with the deep other-world 
look of the Tayopa Hunter. Some left 
their bones to whiten under the mer- 
ciless sun, but the old prospectors say 


And this is why a fortune waits for a 
man bold enough to rein his mount 
into the most dangerous hunk of land 
on the North American Continent. 
How much? The treasure hunter 
shrugs and says, Quién sabe? One 
man with a tattered map and a set of 


ranches alone. In 








“If,” they say, “Tayopa 
existed, how did it dis- 
appear? A city with a 
church! Where is it?” 

How did Tayopa dis- 
appear? In the 
eighteen hundreds 
Northern Mexico was 
the farm of the Apa- 
ches. The crop — 
guns, horses and 
scalps. The Apache 
menace Was so great 
that some cities paid 
tribute to the Apache 
chiefs to leave their 


Chihuahua City the 
authorities hired 
American scalp. hunt- 
ers, paying a bounty 
for Apache hair... 
until the materialistic 
scalp hunters discover- 


1846 Apache bands 
raided deep into Chi- 
huahua and _ Sonora 
and almost reached 
the small mining town 
of Moris, Somewhere 
north of Moris — not 
more than 70 miles — 
lies the remains of the 


turies and feel the 
small wiry Indian 
pony tremble between 
your naked legs as 
you look down from 


the mountain side into the valley. You 
see the hated strangers straggling 
into the stone church. You lift your 
hand and your Apache warriors slide 
their mounts down.into the valley. 
Prisoners? It’s a long way back to the 
Arizona mountains and scalps weigh 
very little. Geuld a city disappear? 
Yes. It could. It did. 

Why hasn’t it been found? In two 
hundred years the face of the land 
changes just as the face of a man. 
The wild strip of land that lies like a 
crumpled sarape between the states 
of Chihuahua and Sonora is a test of 
aman. Any man. Here you keep your 
horse at hand, your Winchester loaded 
and you sleep light. Barrancas, those 
jagged Mexican canyons, cut through 
the mountains like barbed wire. Men 
have gone crazy trying to follow a 
straight course through that country. 
There are maps. Many of them. Some 
might even be legitimate. But still the 
seeker for Tayopa returns to the Cerro 
de la Campana and watches the sun 
set over Tayopa. 

This has been, always, the point of 
reference for the hunter of the lost 
mines of Tayopa and in the Benjamin 
Franklin Library in Mexico City there 
is a copy of J. Frank Dobie’s fas- 
cinating book Apache Gold and Yaqui 
Silver, bible of the Tayopa hunters. 
The margins of the pages devoted to 
Tayopa are covered with tly print- 
ed bits of information, written in pen- 


that “this-is Tayopa.” But no one has 


found the treasure there. And yet 


: 


pa. exists. The treasure exists. 
Tayopa has always been there waiting. 
It waits still. 
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pa as being one mine and bearing 
Northwest 230 kilometers from — 
from where? No reference point is 
given. Old miners think that it would 
be measured from the ancient and fa- 
bulously wealthy mining town of Pa- 
rral. One mine! Perhaps Tayopa had 
only one mine then. 

It would put Tayopa just about 
where most of the Tayopa scholars 
agree it should be. In the western Chi- 
huahua border in the Rayén and Gue- 
rrero districts. 

I decided to cross check. I found a 
mine listed southeast, 210 kilometers. 
Camargo. The present day city of Ca- 
margo is Southeast of Chihuahua City 
about 210 kilometers! Draw a-line 
bisecting west and north from Chihua- 
hua City. Then lay out fifteen degrees 
on each side. Measure 230 kilometers 
on the center line and mark it. Use 
the center as a radius and swing a 
circle touching the sides of the outer 
directional lines. Somewhere in the 
limits of that circle lies Tayopa. It 
would place Tayopa well to the-north 
of the classic “eight days west of Con- 
cepcién” location. And now other little 
regarded references to the silver city 
fit in. 

First. there is the persistent story 
that the Tayopa baptismal records 
were kept in Bacadehuachic, Sonora. 
Follow the spreading angle of the,di- 
rectional lines.and you will find Baca- 
dehuachic. A few miles south 
pueblo of Nacori > a 
it that on still nights 
in Tayopa could 
Chico. Like most legends 
probably based on little f 
much imagination, but it 
that the name Tayopa is 
this area. And then there is the 
clue. The answer to. the million dollar 
question — an eyewitness acount of 
Tayopa! Even if the eyewitness didn’t 
realize it. 


stretched spring. Its headwaters sing 
past the ancient mine of Guaynopa. 
Remember these two names, They may 
bring you a fortune. > 


In 1892 anthropologist Carl Lum- 
holtz rode through the Sierra Madres 
in search of the “last cavemen”. Re 
negade bands of Apaches stil] follow- 
ed the “Mexican Moon” down into the 
lower Sierra Madres, and Porfirio 
Diaz was President of Mexico. 

Lumbholtz and his well-armed party 
were following the old Camino Real 
of the Spaniards when-his guide point- 
ed out the valley where the deserted 
mine of Guaynopa was located. Lum- 
holtz looked out over the jagged 
mountain peaks and saw the Rio Aros 
(Haros). West was the Mesa de los 
Apaches. He saw an odd-looking mesa 
between Rio Bonito and Rio Satachi 
and then, Immediately below us to 
our left lay Guaynopa... there were 
18 miles between us and the deserted 
mine of Guaynopa... Finally we came 
to a slope covered with oak (All ac- 
counts of Tayopa mention a slope 
covered with encino, Spanish for oak.) 
We continued and finally found our- 
selves among some lonely and unat- 
tractive old adobe houses. This then 
was the locality of Guaynopa credited 
with hiding such fabulous wealth. 
There was still another mine near here 
of the same repute called Tayopa.* 

He. was right. Only Tayopa .was 
closer than he thought. He was at 


that moment standing amidst its ruins..- 


I found a map published in 1897. 
Guaynopa was shown on the map as 
a city and a mine. As far as I know 
Guaynopa has never been deserted. 
The mine has not been in operation 
but the pueblo has never been — lost. 

The two names have often been con- 


Rio Haros has many branches. There 
even exist two spots on the map called 
Guaynopa. One is Guaynopa, the 
other, Guaynopita, is several miles 
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fathoms down 


(Continued from page 16) 


would-be salvor ard treasure hunter 
to pause and pondei a good bit before 
tackling those depths. 

This steamer, of 5,644 tons with a 
speed of thirteen knots, was built in 
1914 at Amsterdarn, Holland, for the 
Dutch Royal West India Company. 
Hers was a most unfortunate career, 
for at the age of two she met her 
first disaster (in the Spring of 1916) 
while crossing the English Channel. 
She was mined; later, salvaged and 
refitted. Still later she was purchased 
by American interests connected with 
the former Pacific Mail Company. 
Still later her star seemed to be in 
the clear for she was agair in active 
service and confidence in her was 
strong; this time she had been laden 
with a cargo of 1,800 tons of general 
freight and 234 bars of silver bullion, 
together with gold specie. 

But once more her fate overtook her, 
for, sailing with her precious cargo 
out of Mazatlan, México, she stranded, 
then foundered. 

Salvage concerns have since recover- 
ed approximately $700,000 from her 
barnacled steel hulk. However, ac- 
cording to official shipping records, 
there still remains a prize of nearly 
$200,000 in the vessel’s hold. A few 
years ago this writer recovered with 
a small salvage equipment some 
$5,000 in loose coins from the sands 
nearby. 

Numerous other, older treasure- 
laden ships lie strewn about the sea 
along Mexican coasts, half-buried be- 
neath the sands. Their immense car- 
gos of riches and unperishable mer- 
chandise often in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries were sent to the 
bottom rather than be surrendered to 
pirates or the King’s collectors, as the 
case might be. One of these craft 
rests on the bottom near the little 
settlement of Puerto Morelos, Yucataén, 
only a half mile offshore. This was 
the Spanish galleon Bueno Jesus 
which, while enroute to Madrid in 
1596, laden with a rich cargo plun- 
dered from the Indians and small vil- 
lages of Central America, was sent 
down rather than be allowed to ve 
taken by an attacking pirate whose 
boodthirsty crew boarded the craft 
with cutlass, boarding-pike, and other 





arms of the period, including the most 
important —sheer savage determina- 
tion. This craft went down with gold 
and silver bullion and plate treasure 
valued in excesss of some $2,000,000. 
Today the galleon itself is gone — 
washed to sea many a long year past, 
but the gold and silver, heavy and 
indestructible metals still rest where 
she was sunk. 

In these same waters lies another 
attractive cache of Spanish origin — 
that of an unidentified galleon, richly 
laden, which was brought into Campe- 
che Bay, off Yucatan, with a cargo of 
treasure amounting to more than 
$3,000,000. She went to the bottém on 
June 26, 1765 in the midst of a terrific 
hurricane, and still remains in her 
deep-fathomed tomb waiting for that 
salvor who can reach down and re- 
claim the treasure. 

In what is known today as the 
“Graveyard of the Rio Grande” rest 
many shell-encrusted hulks of galleons, 
frigates and steamers. Here, at the 
mouth of the Rio Grande on both the 
Mexican and United States sides of 
the boundary, one needs no age-worn 
chart decorated with skull and cross- 
bones, dolphins, mermaids and anchors 
to locate treasure-laden hulks, for they 
are scattered in these waters in pro- 
fusion. If one has the equipment, a 
little cash to finance such a venture 
and an abundance of leisure and pa- 
tience, one can start off on a jaunt 
that might be the thrill of a lifetime, 
at least; and perhaps more. For the 
floor here is literally covered with 
hundreds of wrecked ships, practically 
all at depths of less than fifteen 
fathoms, but mostly at about eight. 

Here, in 1880 during a terrific storm, 
the famous old sidewheeler steamer 
Lea, of 340 tons and one of the largest 
ever used on the Rio Grande river, 
foundered in the river just off the 
town of Matamoros, in Tamaulipas 
State. The vessel carried a general 
merchandise cargo worth more than 
$100,000 in her keeping — and, she’s 
still there... waiting... 

On June 15 of the same year, the 
American stern wheel steamer Carrie 
A. Thomas, of 249 tons, owned by the 
Merchants Steamship Company of 
Brownsville, Texas, while working her 
way up the Rio Grande from Browns 
ville struck a snag and went to the bot- 
tom about 24 miies west of Rio Gran- 


(Continued ow page 28) 












NIGHT 


SPOTS 


Hotel Continental Hilton. Fat to the tune 
of two orchestras in the Virreyes, 
the La Solera de Espafia and Mex- 
ican composer Vicente Garrido with 
singer Irma Carlon. Minimum. 


Flamingos. On Insurgentes just past 
Ciudad de los Deportes. Principal 
attraction at this fashionable res- 
taurant is the famous Puerto Rican 
singer Virginia Lépez. Minimum. 


Gitanerfas. Ave, Oaxaca and Puebla. 
Restaurant-bar with Spanish at- 
mosphere. Continuous show of Spa- 
nish dances, songs and acts. No 
minimum, 


La Terraza. On Insurgenites near Ciudad 
de los Deportes. Two shows featur- 
ing singer Irma Carlon. Two or- 
chestras alternate from 6 pm. No 
minimum. 


Afro. At Hotel Plaza Vista Hermosa. 
Tropical night club with Afro-Cu- 
ban music. Main feature is singer 
Carmen de Lirio. No minimum. 


El Paseo. Reforma 146. International 
cuisine accompanied by piano mu- 
sic. No minimum, 


El Eco. Sullivan 43. Name your jazz 
and it’s there. New Orleans, Dixie- 


land, bebop, rock and roll and Afro- 


Cuban. No minimum. 


Capri. Hotel Regis. Night club with 
international atmosphere. Floor 
show features the famous Cuban 
quartet “Los Ruffo”. Two orches- 
tras: Américo Caggiano and Fer- 
nando Guarneros, Minimum. 


Quid. Puebla 152. Enjoy excellent in- 
ternational cuisine to the tune of 


pianist Pepe Jaramillo and organ- 


ist Nacho Garcia. Nightly shows at 
10 pm by tenor Nicolas Urcelay. 


Picos Pardes. Dinamarca 13. Romantic 
Vera Cruz music at its best. 





INFORMATION SERVICES 


A. M. A. (Asociacié6n Mexicana Auto. | 
movilistica). Berlin 6. Reciprocal 
courtesies to members. In case of 
emergency, call 35-27-35. 


American Embassy. Reforma and La- 
fragua. Tel. 46-94-00. 


American. Society, Lucerna 71. Tel. 
46-46-20. 


A. N. A. (Asociacién Nacional Auto- 
movilistica), Sullivan 51. Affiliated 
with A. A. A. Services both to 
members and non-members. Emer- 
gency phone number: 35-03-43. 


Benjamin Franklin Library, Niza 53. 


Central Balneolégica, San Juan de Le- 
tran 24 Free information on Mex- 
ican spas and health resorts. 


Mexico City Daily Bulletin, Gémez Fa- 
rias 41. Tel. 16-69-60. General tour- 
ist information. 


Mexican-North American Cultural In- 
stitute, Hamburgo 115. Tel. 25-16-54, 
25-16-55, 25-16-56. 


National Tourist Department, Juarez 
89. General travel information. 


PEMEX Travel Club, Judrez 89. High- 
way information. Publishes an ex- 
cosent auto travel bulletin in Eng- 

sh. 

The News, Morelos 4. Tel. 21-23-35, 
46-69 04. 46-68-40. Worldwide and 

Mexican news, with UP. AP. INS 

coverage, US columnists and comics. 














IN THE SHOPS 


christmas shopping 


There may not be any snow in Mex- 
ico, but Christmas is as much in the 
air here as other places. The shops are 
getting ready for the lavish celebra- 
tions which begin with the posadas on 
December 16 and wind up with the 
Day of the Three Wise Men, January 6. 
This is the time and place to find 
unusual gifts. There are many beau- 
tiful things for sale all over Mexico, 
but if you’re feeling lackadaisical, you 
can find enough to check off your 
entire Christmas list in one short stroll. 

Start with the Museo de Artes Popu- 
lares, Juérez 44, where you have an 
absolute guaranty of the authenticity 
of anything they sell you at reasonable 
prices too. There you will find those 
wonderful salad bowls. of cedar an 
granadillo, decorative ashtrays an 
bowls of volcanic stone and beautifu 
glass lamps made in the shape of gian 
stars. For a Christmas tree that will 
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El Buen 
Retino 


Your next vacation. Most beautiful resort. Big grounds. Swim- 
ming pool. Excellent cuisine ond diet. Electro-Hydrotherepy. 
OR. WURZBURGER 
Telephone: 309 
Leandro Valle, between Casino Le Selve and the Railroad Station 
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MADE-TO-ORDER SHIRTS 
FOR CHOOSY MEN. 
MAN-=-TAILORED GLOUSES 
AND MEXICAN COTTON 
PULLOVERS FOR DITTO 
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MOTEL Cestor 


Az) 


21 bungalows all with private 
garage 


Continental Plan, Swimming 
Pool, Restaurant. 





Horacio Nelson Avenue at 
Parque Norte 
Fraccionamiente Costa Azul, 
Acapuico 


Telephone Reservations: 
In Mexico 35-36-04 
In Acapulco 15-09 























You don’t have to come all the 
way to Mexico City to arrange 
your Mexican trip. 

You can drop in at one of our Branch 
Offices in Los Angeles, Chicago, 
New York or Acapulco and we will 
help you blueprint your Mexican 
Holiday 
whether you are a studious intellec- 
tual, solid citizen, nature lover, or just 
want to live 
If you are in Mexico City drop in at 
Luis Moya 25 (or Phone 10-47-00). 
your host in Mexico 
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be really different, there is a gigantic 
pink candle surrounded by a great wax 
circle elaborately decorated. Children 
will be satisfactorily impressed with 
the native straw dolls and brightly 
colored duck banks made by the crafts- 
men of Metepec. 

Now just wander a little way up the 
street to Crafts de Mexico, Juarez 60, 
where you'll find it difficult to leave 
without at least one of their graceful, 
swooping modern copper candelabras. 
One of their naive copper angels hold- 
ing a candle would be lovely for 
Christmas Eve — and as a permanent 
decoration afterwards. For a really 
memorable gift there is an unusual, 
curved, threepiece carving set from 
Oaxaca with bone handles. Your son’s 
eyes will widen at one of their elabor- 
ately handpainted baseball bats, 

Whatever you do, don’t pass by Los 
Castillo, Juarez 76 — your female re- 
latives would never forgive you. This 
is an extension of their Taxco Taller 
where they design the jewelry, which 
has made them world-famous. In addi- 
tion to their wonderful jewelry, silver 
Services and bowls of the unique me- 
tales casados (married metals), the 
Castillo brothers offer fantastic mosaic 
paintings of semi-precious stones — 
turquoise, opal, malachite, obsidian, 
lapis lazuli etc. They will ship their 
magnificent furniture of rich primitive- 
looking woods made in Iguala. Then 
there is Chato Castillo’s original cand- 
lestick — a modernistic kneeling man 
offering the candle, a carving set with 
rosewood handles and Chato’s copper 
water pitcher appropriately decorated 
with jade frogs. 

Guadalajara, on Juarez near the 
horse statue, specializes in handpainted 
ceramics. Of special interest are the 
large plates with the Aztec calendar. 
An ideal gift for newlyweds would be 
the brightly colored baking dishes and 
frying pans, for oven to table serving. 

You’re allowed to take back a gallon 
of liquor if you cross the border in a 
common carrier — and it might as 
well be interesting. Stop by Reforma 
34 where Harry Cooper has a line of 
liquors, cognac, and rum being aged 
with the sugar cane in the bottle. The 
longer you keep it, the better it gets. 
He also has a little liqueur item called 
Crema de Damiana, which self-adver- 
tises as a tonic, aid to digestion and “a 
powerful aphrodisiac”. Let us know. 

Sanborns on Reforma exhibits native 


products of all kinds, frequently at — 


prices lower than in the region they 
come from. 
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The Hotel Prado Americas in Aca: 

‘pulco stands 280 feet above the 

serene Pacific, on a breathtaking 

spot in the world’s most beautiful 

port. It is surrounded by trans- 

parent blue water, massive rocks 

and mountains, flowers and plants 

of delicate and unusual beauty. A 

private cable car funicular takes 

you to the beach below and back,’ 

and to the CANTAMAR, Acapul- 

co's most elegant cabana club and 

unique night club. Whether you ‘ 

go to fooee ulco for rest or om 

choose the Hotel Prado Americas, | 
.~ the very best Mexico has to offer. g 
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mushrooms: sacred 
and profane 


Mushrooms have lately acquired a 
new dimension, and one no longer 
speaks simply of their alter ego, the 
toadstool, but now must also include 
those that are “sacred”, “divine”, or 
as they are called in Spanish, ‘hallu- 
cinating mushrooms”. The stories in 
Life and This Week a few months ago 
have stimulated interest in a subject 
that was before the almost exclusive 
property of anthropologists and _his- 
torians, 

Not long after the stories appeared 
we were able to meet and talk with 
Gordon and Valentine Wasson, authors 
of Mushrooms, Russia & History, in 
Mexico again to make another visit 
to Oaxaca where they first found the 





A Mexican codice portrays | an Indian eating 
mushrooms, while an + god touches his 
head, symbolizing the bestowal of visionary 
powers. 





sacred mushrooms and participated 
in the rites. The Wassons made it 
quite clear that the visions produced 
by eating these mushrooms are not to 
be taken lightly — that the rites and 
their effects warrant respect and that 
most emphatically a person who has 
truly experienced the visions and the 
refreshed awakening can never again 
be the same. 

Oaxaca is of course not the only 
area where the sacred mushroom is 
known and used — it has been report- 
ed and used in the Valley of Mexico 
and the states of Michoacan and Jalisco 
among others, but like many of the 
other medicinal herbs of strong and 
unusual actions, the Indians and par- 


ticularly the native doctors trained in 
their use are reluctant to share the 
knowledge. It is a most delicate and 
divine remedy that is to be used only 
with utmost caution and respect, and 
so until now the use and power of the 
teonandcatl (“The Flesh of God” in 
Aztec) or sacred mushroom were 
known to only a few anthropologists 
who wrote the usual accurate reports 
which were then lodged in some archive 
to gather dust. 

Although obvious pictorial reference 
to the teonanacatl appears occasional- 
ly in the codices and definite mention 
is made by early Spanish chroniclers, 
the subject is never treated in detail. 
Sahagun in his marvelous General His- 
tory of the Things of New Spain, gives 
them a special heading, but only a 
few lines, noting that they were used 
in native religious rites to invoke 
trances, Other sources say that toge- 
ther with other plants, notably toloa- 
che and peyote, they were used as 
anaesthetics. They were one of the 
reasons the Aztecs were able to per- 
form very creditable surgery while 
European doctors still held their pa- 
tients down. 

And sacrificial victims were fed 
these mushrooms the “flesh of 
God,” which explains in part the do- 
cility with which they marched up the 
interminable stairs to have their hearts 
ripped out on the sacrificial stone. 

This thought logically brings us to 
the merely edible type of mushroom. 

The most common edible mushrooms 
in Mexico are those called the Hongos 
de San Juan, so-named because they 
are the most plentiful in June, around 
San Juan’s day, just after the first 
rains. These are small, grayish-white 
and look like mushrooms should. They 
are most frequently prepared with a 
mild chile sauce and bits of pork 
meat. Also, they are cooked in a to- 
mato broth with long strips or rajas 
of the big green chile called chile po- 
blano, or boiled and then smothered 
in thick sour cream just at the mo- 
ment of serving. 

Although you can be almost certain 
that the mushrooms you buy in the 
market places are not toxic, Mexican 
cooks always start them cooking with 
a garlic button — it supposedly will 
turn black if the mushrooms are 


poisonous, 
Then there are two varieties of 
mushrooms that are roasted — one 


kind called pocha, which is a firm ball, 


again grayish-white, an inch to two 
inches in diameter. After it is roasted, 
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the tough skin is peeled off and it is 
eaten steaming with a little salt. The 
others are called yemas or egg yolks, 
from their shape and bright yellow 
color, These are best picked when the 
umbrella mechanism is just beginning 
to open so that lard and salt can be 
dropped in and then they are roasted 
cup-up so that the lard won’t dribble 
out. 

One very delectable variety is fire- 
engine red, known as hongo de ocote 
— four to six inches in diameter, it 





YVesTAUVANT eo HAY 
JWimMing Pool 
Jilver FacTory-Shop 
Your Hos? Al Gorden 








is found growing in the leaf mold 
around the ocote (a kind of pine) 
trees. It is ground up raw together 
with the tiny fresh green chile serrano 
(very picante) and the pungent herb 
epazote. It is then fried for a moment 
and put into quesadillas — tortilla 
dough shaped into turnovers that are 
fried. 

We may never get a chance to talk 
about huitlacoche again, so we'll do it 
now. Not strictly a mushroom, it is 
nevertheless similar in flavor and ap- 
pearance. It is a fungus that grows 
on corn ears — “smut” we believe it 
is inelegantly called in Iowa. And as 
far as we are concerned, for those 
who can ignore its origins and like 
the taste of mushrooms, huitlacoche 
has an even more delicate flavor. We 
have never eaten it any other way 
than wrapped in crispy, brown quesa- 
dillas. Must experiment with it some- 
time — filet huitlacoche has the sound 


‘of a gourmet dish, V. G. 
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fathoms down 
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de City. Aboard were thirty-two pas- 
sengers and a crew of twenty-two, all 
of whom were safely landed ashore at 
Rancho Ebano, the exact spot of her 
final anchorage. She had on board at 
the time a cargo of merchandise and 
some $80,000 in specie. 

At the mouth of this same river, on 
the Mexican side, rests the rotting hulk 
of the French bark Marie Therese, of 
251 tons out of Granville, France, 
laden with more than $200,000 in im- 
ported wines and liquors. The bark 
stranded and later foundered. And, 
even to this day, once in a while cham- 
pagne and wine bottles, often still in- 
tact, are found floating roundabout 
these waters. 

Another craft, the Jessie, a 187-ton 
steamboat out of New Orleans, La., 
stranded and later sank on the bar at 
the mouth of the Rio Grande while 
enroute upstream, laden with a cargo 
valued at $70.000 in gold and silver 
specie, and $16,000 in United States 
army supplies, 

These craft and hundreds of others 
throughout the world are in my mind 
so often that every time I start out on 
a salvage operation I am almost afraid 
the actual experience will be an anti- 
climax. The dream — and some- 
times the reality — go like this: I 
see myself squeezing into my huge 
diving robot; being hoisted up and 
swung out, then dropped to the bot- 
tom. I see the ancient hulks, still feeb- 
ly closed over their golden secrets, but 
nothing against the steel] claws of my 
machine. I see myself breaking 
through the rotting wood... and the 
encrusted silver plate, the pieces-of- 
eight, the gold doubloons... spilling 
over the deck of my craft in the blaz- 
ing sunlight. The dream of many 
years come true... clear, vivid, enor- 
mously exciting... 

For I am a deep-sea treasure sal- 
vor — it is my profession. So for me, 
dreams are not enough. No matter 
how many treasures are found, and 
salvaged, I know that there is always 
another way to try it — and always 
another tale of tantalizing, challeng- 
ing treasure waiting many fathoms 
down. 
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